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29 October 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: October 29 Meeting of the "Indochina Steering 

UTnnn 1 


25X1A 


25X1A 


one hour IIlS J^or.PQrtion of the meeting, which lasted 
o^jomyncyzen minutes, was taken up by a briefing by 

Oft tllG DCI * S tr ID *f~ O T? -V TP r-. 4- TT „ 


t-t 01 ? tlle DCI's trip to the Far East. He 
,y that >} e in Honolulu 


startei 

Te that\l.r^ merely a rehashing of McCain's cables, 
, J h ' abilitv — ^ very _ impressed with Lon Nol, his 


courage , 
comment , 


and staying power. As another over-all 
mentioned that the Director was highly 

I r l 5 1 O rt-rrmr ■! -i — u 


CIA ' • a^erf^ci’ 

throughout the Far East area. 



’T \ 


w* 


,i i * 13 


« %» 
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25X1 C ' ^ 



25X1A 


b. Laos : The Director came away with the 
impression that we might well be in for a rough winter 
in the north of Laos. Vang Pao's men are weakened and 
spread thin, and are probably unable to withstand a serious 
enemy effort. The whole question remains whether the enemy 
is willing to make that effort. 

c. ^ Vietnam : ^^^^^|said that they had learned 
little new in Vietnam. The Director met with Thieu and 

Ky , of course, as well as other leaders, and what came out 
was confirmation of the view that they went in with, i.e., 
that there are two soft spots in the Vietnamese situation. 
These are the economy and inflation and the political weak- 
nesses of the government as now constituted. The war, 
however, seems to be going very well indeed with the South 
Vietnamese newly confident and gaining some successes. 


25X1A 


25X1A 


25X1 A 


|mentioned that they had spoken with General 

Clay, new 7th Air Force commander, who is talking about 
mounting a new interdiction effort on four choke points. 

He plans to concentrate on these choke points almost to the 
exclusion of the rest of the 7th Air Force's previous 
efforts. DIA is coming to SAVA on Tuesday to brief them 


on this new effort. 


invited anyone at the steering 


group session to cometothebrief ing, if the 


25X1A send 


recommend we see if 
wish t^ttend the bT^^Hu^ 


| and perhaps 

The Director ha 



decided to 


25X1A 


out to the field to talk to Clay since Clay 

was new on the job and had expressed some distress at what 
he said were the differences between CIA's view of the 
efficacy of the interdiction effort and the 7th Air Force 


view. 

to CINCPAC , 


leaves tomorrow on a trip that will take him 

| and then Saigon to discuss 


25X1A 


25X1A 


had talked 25X1A 


the whole question with General Clay. 
with Brig. General John, new J-2 for 7th Air Force, here in 
Headquarters recently. Paul was impressed with John as an 
intelligent and seemingly sensible man, but remarked that 
once such officers get out to the field their views often 
undergo a seachange. 


d. The DCI is going to Georgia to talk with Senator 
Russell. The ostensible purpose of this trip is to brief 
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25X1 A 


25X1A 

25X1A 


25X1 A 


25X1A 


25X1 A 


25X1A 
25X1 A 


effort^the East ^? urne y^ but more important is the 

„:;° r J, the Director is going to make to impress Russell 
with the necessity for stopping Congress from passing, in 

any form, the Fulbright Amendment which would prevent many 
of our operations in North Laos. prevent many 

^ said that OER had recently sent Laird 

by m Laird n and e wL f0rCe ^ StrUGtUreS * ™ s had b ^ en asked for 
wh-iiJ' 5 - d V s a f e trospec^^ook at the situation. 

extremflv C ^ni n ?- thl ^ ^■■■■noted that Laird was 

and Indinhf tlVe tha f®^^^^rip°rting about Vietnam 
and Indochina m general. ^^^said that Laird had called 

him over the weekend to complain about a CIB (and Develon- 

Stillery 1 ?!??^ ? hiCh talked ab ° Ut the antiaircraft 

thl itSLf 5 ?orth LaOS * Laird had somehow gotten 
crJft/^/ n ° tlon that we were saying that this antiair- 

Thif wfs eas?lf n M 1 Can H PlaneS / aS COming from North Vietnam, 
easily _ cleared up, of course, since the piece 

had stated specifically it was from North Laos and there 

was a map showing it was from North Laos. The point of this 

discourse was to make clear how sensitive Laird is andH^ 

like to thS reaaons for this are clear: Laird wou! 

like to see the war end as soon as possible and he is under 

NS?th U ?ietnam f aSv P f® sident to re Piy with force against 
North Vietnam any time there is an action from North Vietnam 

against American planes or personnel. 

25X1 A ^ ■ 

* noted that OER has just completed a oaoer 

~£°lo .f or the DCI to S iv e to PFIAB. it is on it./ 

way to R.j. Smith for review. Inter alia,* 

that it was a first-rate job; one of the bJf 
a long time. 


said 
as seen in 


cusspd’a!^!i^^^^^ n 0 t f d j hat the ^^^^|memo that was dis- 
to be ai^en to th/n^ eSt f rdaY ■ haS been written and is about 

discSssed bv r Wlth a n ° te Saying that this was 

bien no effL/?o c ° m P onents ln the DDI , but there has 

mostly bv ^■^^^J|P rdanate f-t. This lead to some discussior 
?he impresH^H"/ mySelf ’ B °th of us had been under 
been SonsIde?abS me ™ was killed because there had 

rSoSssr* 

P P^Theupshot of the discussion was an agreement later 

tofl!^BSS"^«™| aS / g / e . US a COp y before it went 

^^■ sa id that the paper had been very 
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25X1A 
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25X1A 


25X1A 


25X1A 


Scf a^ W 5EE t and t ?h^ k he i ?e?t C ° nSiae ^ ti0n P ° ints mads b y 

the final remits We W ° Uld n0t be unh aPPY with 

oea S efire T e?5d y ! a |™|| r * a ^ S °“^ i °" °5 the status of the 
presented by the d t 5^ t the terms of reference 

dL\rSu?; d h ?“oS. now bein9 reworked and Kil1 be 

The nnl reported on the status of NSSM-99 

S?t?e a 2f?icil^ beyo^Vr^^* ^ ^“hL^was 

and they expect to meet the deadline soroetlme ne *t week 

■ woSl^be tha ^ there was still no indication when 
. ■ M would be coming to Washinaton nr- i -n . t 

” indeed would be coming. i noted that 'we hen fact ' 

^SSsjs&vSs&SEZ. 
sjssi^Siss rffi;i*i€3*S“"3ii£^ 

r-pSSSHr^T 

with this. submit them. Everyone seemed hat 

25X1 A 



Chief, Far 


- !7':* 
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25X1 C 


25X1 C 


25X1 A 
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Rather than simply rehash old data and restate well-developed con- bU 
elusions (held by the entire community), we propose that a "fresh look at the 


Chinese role in SEA." focus on the Ghinese connection with the arms deliveries 


through Sihanoukville 



this problem in its political rather than 


its economic context* Such a memo could touch briefly (in a paragraph or so) 


on 


any new evidence relating to such perennial problems as the road in Laos, 


reports of Chinese presence in Indochina and so forth. It would then attempt 


relate 


to ±fct all this evidence to general Chinese policy toward 


SEA 


One problem with this proposal is that CER*s 



25X1 C 

25X1 C 


are still 


being processed and will not be in useable shape for another week. Once 


we 


able to go through them *e may discover that there is not much of a story 
tiB EBB inBofar as the £ M neS P are concerned; certainly we already know—and have 
V . reported in some detail — the outline of the Chinese involvement. If wor^t" 

Cqme WOrS *' ° WeV er ’ wrw ^ a11 back on a P a P er that would set forth 


our P rlme conclusions about Chinese policy in SEA, a review of recent evidence 
(rf- i 0 \ \{ .'oT all sorts, and a restatement of our conclusions. The former 






course seems 


* Glvon the state % P^y in 0ER > we would need six 




xN 




weeks 
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